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Agriculture

Crossroads, Saturday, November 3, 2001

Former hog proponent soured on experience

Editor’s. note The wnter T

of this letter lives in Neil-
burg, Sask. which’is located

40 km east of the Alberta bor-

der and southeast of Lloyd-
minster. He admits the hog
operation built by Heartland -
Livestock was one of the first
in the province, and things
may have changed at other

locatlons He does, however, o

provide a first hand “account :
of his experience in dealmg
with a hog Operation. S

Dear Editor: ‘

At the time ‘the ldea of the
2500  sow Heartland Bam
surfaced in 1996 we had.
owned and operated a 100
sow - farrow-to-finish - opera--
tion for the past.18 years. I
therefore - became - involved -
with the ‘committee . lookmg
after site’ sel ction and the

.L‘j-Dlscussmns and a_publi
meetmg -with: representatro
of Heartland leestock led u

announced ‘this” week{f at th
final: ‘payments ° “under -

the _

Letter

) operatlon in our area.

My brother decided to sell
40 acres for.the sow barn.
*Eventually we decided to sell
.. 40 acres for the weaner barns
on a quarter section of land
three miles west of our yard.

hog bamm close by” would
~mean and what has actually
-come to pass:

1. The lagoon would be
straw-covered and produce

very little odour.

We found out this is very
 different. When the lagoons
. are :agitated - each ‘fall .the
‘straw goes to the _bottom.

“Therefore the . company “no :x

" longer wants to cover them.
The ‘odour problems occur

ceive cheques as’ a ﬁnal pay-

“The following is a list of
" the changes and benefits we-
- understood having this size of -

farmyard is at a lower eleva- |
tion. We are forced 1n31de and ;

must close all the windows

for the night. We no longer

invite people over for a sum-
mer campfire. Anyone work-

_ing in the fields within a mile
. finds it hard -to stomach the

smell. The unfortunate person
in the grain truck on a warm

_day in harvest must tolerate a
cab full of flies along wnth»

»the smell.
In"the fall the pits are
empned and the manure in-

_jected anytime after the crop

is off. This year it was.the
Thanksgiving weekend. The
first few years the trucks
hauled directly from the la-
goon (24 hrs/day). Even
conditions  weren’t
right they kept on going leav-

ing rutted fields .and. rocks :
“popped out on top A hose

with .a " maximum réach “of ",
““three miles is now used to
transport  the manure to the
- field where it is injected with’

.'a three poi

nt ‘hltch cultivator.
eans the smell is
closer. People liv-

omplamed about the smell.

program. “This "ad-"
ustment -allowed new farm--
ers to claim sales for a full

ng:: eVlm ‘miles aways have -
*2. Trees would be planted -

“as a wmdbreak around each
‘sne to lessen air movement

‘adjustment for the

Trees were planted - al-
most immediately - without

“proper site preparation, weed-

ing and watering. Today there

are strips of mostly weeds

with 20 percent or so' of the
trees surviving.

-.3. Manure  would be ap-
phed to land in a two mile ra-
dius free-of-charge. :

- ‘They quickly decided that
anyone ~ wanting - manure
would pay approximately
$15/acre. . Soil tests showed
that the nutrient quality of the

manure was half of what they

thought it would be.
4._There would be em-

‘bploymen't opportunities for

15-20 = people. Economic
spin-ffs _for the community
would include more children

* attending school, houses eas-
-ily”sold or rented,’ increased

economlc ‘activity.
.‘Most of the people em-
ployed at the barn_ are local

women or young single peo-
ple. Tumover is-quite high -
‘very few stay more than two
.years. . Those quitting com- -
plain of skin’ problems from
the mandatory showering and -

breathing = difficulties - from

N the'ammonia. The only fam-

‘government as part of the na-

tional farm aid package an-

ily moving in is the bam
manager with three children
attending school. Economic
spin-offs are not as good as
hoped. - One farmer moves
weanlings for.the bam. An-
other has supplied straw for
the pits. The RM has had the
extra cost of dust control in
front of the farms on the
roads to the sites.

5. Investors would have
priority ‘ to supply barley to
the barns.

However a feed mill was
built 60 miles away (60 miles
of typical : Saskatchewan
highway) and offered less per
bushel than could be obtained
locally at the elevator or the
Alberta feedlots.

6. Water wells within a
three” mile radius would be

_ tested for water quahty each_
_year..
Only one fest was done at_;,

the beginning, none since. -

7. We “assumed that ,lil&e}
our other farm neighbors that _
‘Heartland wbr_ll_d, rés'pect the .. -

© construction we

countryside.

Garbage has been one of
our biggest headaches. The
wind often blows garbage
(mostly plastic bags) out of a
large open area dumpster
over the adjacent fields. Em-
ployees and truckers also
spread their share of litter
from their vehicles. During
observed
garbage being buried on the
site. and covered with only a
few inches of soil.

Any complaints we've
made go largely ignored. The
bigwigs are far away in Re-
gina. To sum it all up I very
much regret that we became a
part of letting this operation

- set-up .in our community. It

simply has not been worth it.
When the day comes to sell
our farm I seriously wonder
who" would buy it and put up
with "the odour and other

problems.

Glenn Goodl‘ellow

_Nexlburg, Sask. -

CMAP2 assrstance was‘,r_
cost-shared with the federal,
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